
Memorandum of Understanding Between the Ministry of Education 

and Culture of the Republic of Finland and the Ministry of 

Education of the People’s Republic of China on the Establishment of 

a Regular Consultation Mechanism for the Ministers

In order to further enhance and deepen the pragmatic cooperation in 

education between the two countries, and pursuant to the Memorandum 

of Cooperation Between the Ministry of Education and Culture of the 

Republic of Finland and the Ministry of Education of the People's 

Republic of China on Strengthening Cooperation in All Areas of 

Education in 2015, the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic 

of Finland and the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of 

China ( hereinafter referred to as “both parties”) hereby agree to establish 

a regular Consultation Mechanism (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Mechanism"), as outlined in this Memorandum of Understanding 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Memorandum").

Article 1
Following the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty, independence, 

equality, and mutual benefit, both parties agree to hold regular meetings 

biannually under the Mechanism to promote cooperation in selected 

fields of higher education.

Article 2
The Ministers of both parties will jointly serve as the co-chairs of this 

Mechanism. Each party will appoint a coordinator, with the Chinese side 

appointing the Director-General of the Department of International 

Cooperation and Exchanges of the Ministry of Education, and the Finnish



side appointing his/her respective counterpart of the Ministry of 

Education and Culture. These coordinators will manage internal 

coordination and maintain regular communication with their counterparts 

between meetings.

Article 3
The participants and discussion topics for each Mechanism meeting will 

be determined by both parties in advance. During these meetings, both 

parties will review the achievements of their cooperation, and discuss 

future prospects and plans for cooperation. These meetings will provide 

direction for continued high-level cooperation in higher education and 

research.

Article 4

Joint Roadmap for the future of EU-China cooperation in science, 

technology and innovation would provide a framework for wider 

discussions, deepening shared understanding on these issues.

Article 5
The establishment of a regular Mechanism will serve as a complement to, 

rather than a replacement of, other existing cooperation and dialogue 

mechanisms between the two countries.

Article 6
Any disputes regarding the interpretation or implementation of this 

Memorandum will be resolved through amicable consultations or 

negotiations between both parties.

Article 7
This Memorandum will take effect upon the signature of both parties. It



will remain valid for a period of three (3) years, unless one party notifies 

the other of its intention to terminate the Memorandum six (6) months in 

advance through diplomatic channels. The termination of this 

Memorandum will not affect the validity of any ongoing projects that 

were initiated under its terms until those projects are completed.

This Memorandum was signed on 29 October, 2024, in Beijing. The 

Memorandum is made in duplicate, in both English and Chinese, with 

both texts being equally authentic, and it will come into effect upon the 

date of signature by both parties.

For the Ministry of Education of For the Ministry of Education of 

and Culture of the Republic of the People’s Republic of China

Finland
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