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Adult skills are high in Finland
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Adult skills are high in Finland

Average proficiency among adults
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Finland is one of the few countries where skills have not declined at any 
attainment level

Trends in adults' mean literacy proficiency, by educational attainment (2012 and 2023)
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Tertiary attainment is declining in Finland
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Finland is one of the few countries with declining tertiary attainment

Trends in the share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary attainment (2019 and 2024)
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Educational attainment is closely linked to socio-economic background

Share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary education, by parental educational attainment (2023)
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Declining labour market outcomes among 
lower-educated young adults
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One in ten adults aged 25–34 lack an upper secondary qualification…

Trends in the educational attainment of 25-34 year-olds year-olds without upper secondary attainment in Finland 
(2019 and 2024)
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…and they face increasing difficulties in finding employment. 

Trends in unemployment rates of 25-34 year-olds without upper secondary attainment in Finland, (2019 to 2024)
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Private funding in tertiary education is low
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Expenditure per student in Finland comes mostly from public sources

Expenditure per full-time equivalent student in tertiary education, by source of income (2022)
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Expenditure in tertiary education fell since 2015

Change in the number of students, expenditure on tertiary educational institutions and expenditure per student 
(2015 to 2022)%
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Other results on tertiary education
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Positive results in tertiary completion rates

5.1



Completion rates for new entrants to bachelor’s programmes are high

Completion rates of new entrants to bachelor's programmes, by timeframe (2023) 
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Low drop out rate within their first year of tertiary studies

Drop out rates after the first year of tertiary education, by level of education entered (2023)
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Tuition rates are moderate for foreign 
students

5.2



Tuition fees for foreign students are high in Finland

Annual average tuition fees charged by public institutions to national and foreign students for master's or equivalent 
programmes (2022/23)
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International student mobility slightly increased in Finland

Trends in the share of international or foreign students in tertiary education (2013, 2018 and 2023)
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Other remarks

6



Teachers salaries in primary education 
decreased 

6.1



Teacher salaries decreased in the last 10 years in Finland

Change in primary teachers’ statutory salaries between 2015 and 2024 (most prevalent qualifications after 15 years )
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Teacher salaries in Finland lag behind tertiary-educated workers

Actual salaries of primary teachers relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers (2024)

0

0,5

1

1,5

P
e

ru

C
o

st
a 

R
ic

a

P
o

rt
u

ga
l

R
o

m
an

ia

A
u

st
ra

lia

Sc
o

tl
an

d
 (

U
K

)¹

Li
th

u
an

ia

G
er

m
an

y

Es
to

n
ia

Is
ra

el

P
o

la
n

d

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
n

d

Sl
o

ve
n

ia
²

O
EC

D
 a

ve
ra

ge

D
e

n
m

ar
k

EU
 a

ve
ra

ge

Fl
e

m
is

h
 C

o
m

m
. (

B
el

gi
u

m
)¹

En
gl

an
d

 (
U

K
)¹

Fi
n

la
n

d

N
et

h
er

la
n

d
s

Fr
e

n
ch

 C
o

m
m

. (
B

e
lg

iu
m

)¹

La
tv

ia

A
u

st
ri

a

C
h

ile
²

Sl
o

va
k 

R
ep

u
b

lic

Fr
an

ce
²

N
o

rw
ay

Sw
ed

e
n

²

C
ze

ch
ia

²

G
re

e
ce

It
al

y

H
u

n
ga

ry

U
n

it
e

d
 S

ta
te

s

Ratio



Finland has made progress in early childhood 
education

6.2



Finland made important progress in increasing enrolment in ECEC

Trends in enrolment rates of 3-5 year-olds in early childhood education (ISCED 0) (2013 and 2023)
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Children to staff ratios remained low

Trends in the ratio of children to staff in pre-primary education (2013 and 2023)
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Download Education at a Glance 2025

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/educ
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