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Few comments on education 
funding, tertiary level 
educational attainment and per 
student expenditure



Expenditure on educational 
institutions as % of GDP in 2022

All levels: FIN continues to invest in all levels 
education more (5.2 %) than OECD countries 
on average (4.7%), but less than in Norway 
(6.2%), Iceland (5.6%) Denmark (5.3%) and 
Sweden (5.3%)

• 5.0 % of FIN investment from public 
sources (OECD average 4.0%)

U/L secondary: FIN invests more (2.3%) than 
three other Nordics (Denmark 1.8%, Sweden 
1.9%, Iceland 2.0) (Norway 2.3%) and more 
than OECD countries on average (1.9%)

Tertiary: FIN (1.5%) invests less (1.5%) than 
two other Nordics (Denmark and Norway 1.9%) 
to tertiary education (Sweden 1.5%), and 
slightly more than Iceland (1.3%) and OECD 
countries on average (1.4%)

→ Public sector financing for education 
continues to be strongly emphasized in the 
Nordic countries, slightly more so in FIN and 
Sweden than in Denmark and Norway.

→ FIN public sector contributions in education 
are the fourth highest among OECD 
countries (after Sweden 5.1, Belgium 5.2, 
Iceland 5.3, and Norway 5.9).

→ Strong emphasis on U/L secondary 
education in FIN is likely explained by the 
extension of compulsory education to the 
upper secondary level.





The aim of the national ”Vision 

for Higher Education and 

Research in 2030” was to raise 

attainment to 50% by 2030, but in 

2024 FIN (39%) seems to be  

going backwards (in 2017 it was 

42%...)
Enrollment growth in % compared to 2019 level

Universities Universities of                

Applied Sciences

2020 +13 % +16%

2021 +20% +23%

2022 +21% +28%

2023 +16% +31%

2024 +28% +36%

Source: Vipunen Education Statistics Finland



….or are we still waiting for it to happen?



….in any case, FIN 

per student 

expenditure has 

decreased more 

than in anywhere 

else (except Mexico), 

and that’s mostly 

because of the 

increase in student 

numbers rather 

than decrease in 

funding



…..unfortunately 

per student 

expenditure in 

monetary value 

does not seem 

to flatter FIN 

either…



…..but student to academic 

staff ratio still looks quite 

good…

…..or does it?



Thank you!
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