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(Applied) Science Powerhouse



1) Research intensity: over 5% of GDP; 2nd highest in the world

2) Total R&D spending in 2022 ~ 80 billion EUR

3) Government R&D programme 17,8 billion EUR

4) Current government promises to increase funding (in 2023 there

was decline) – key political topic against the government

5) Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT) main driver of government

policy and funding

Facts





1) Semiconductor and display

2) Secondary battery 

3) Advanced mobility 

4) Next generation nuclear power

5) Advanced biotechnology

6) Aerospace and marine technology

12 National Strategic Technologies

7) Hydrogen

8) Cybersecurity

9) Artificial intelligence (AI)

10) Next generation communications

11) Advanced robotics and manufacturing

12) Quantum technology

Budget (government) 2024: 3,4 billion EUR





1) Research Council of Finland – National Research Foundation (NRF)

2024: Joint call on 6G and quantum

2) Business Finland – NRF 

2023: Joint call on 6G (and quantum)

3) Business Finland – IITP (Institute of Information & Communications

Technology Planning and Evaluation)

2024: Joint project on 6G

Finland–Korea New Research Partnership

NRF Budget 2024: 6,6 billion EUR; 

earmarked for bilateral international cooperation: 71 MEUR 





Horizon Europe

 Negotiations concluded

March 26, 2024

 Korean research entities can 

participate in HE Pillar2 as an 

associated country

 Expected from January 1, 

2025



Students and Talent Boost



Positive Image –
Mountain to Climb



1) Number of students decreasing rapidly

2) Very high education quality – also arguably the most competitive

system in the world

3) Prefence on highly paying employment opportunities (medical

doctors)

4) Strong history of American education admiration, especially

among degree students – Everyone in EU struggles

Facts



Reality of Korean education



Finnish 
Competitiveness?



Finnish Competitiveness?



Success Story since 1995
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