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Providing high quality vocational education 



VET is a popular choice overall

Share of 25-34 year-olds whose highest level of education has a vocational orientation, by level of educational 
attainment (2022)
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Finland is among the few countries where all VET programmes give access to 
higher education

Distribution of students enrolled in upper secondary vocational education, by type of vocational programme (2021)
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…but transition into tertiary education is much less common for upper 
secondary VET graduates than graduates from general programmes

Status of graduates from upper secondary vocational programmes in the year after their graduation (2020) 
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Countries with more students in programmes that combine school and work-
based learning have higher employment rates among VET graduates
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…but combined school and work-based programmes are still rare in many 
countries

Share of upper secondary vocational students enrolled in combined school- and work-based programmes (2015 and 
2021)
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Expenditure per student is almost similar between general and vocational 
programmes

Total expenditure per full-time equivalent upper secondary education student, by programme orientation (2020)
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Students in VET programmes and their completion of studies

Education at a Glance 2023



Women are slightly underrepresented among 25-34 year-olds with vocational 
attainment

Share of women among those with vocational upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary or short-cycle tertiary 
attainment (2022)
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Finland is having among the oldest students in VET programmes

Average age of students in vocational programmes, by level of education (2021)
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VET students are less likely to complete their programme than general upper 
secondary students

Upper secondary completion rates, by timeframe and programme orientation on entry (2021)     
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However VET does not always serve young people best



Transition to work or further studies is a challenge for young adults with 
vocational qualifications 

NEET rates among young adults one to three years after completion of upper secondary or post-secondary non-
tertiary education, by programme orientation (2022) 
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The relative earnings of workers with vocational qualifications still lag behind

Relative earnings of workers with vocational upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary attainment compared 
to those with tertiary attainment, by age group (2021)
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VET teachers

Education at a Glance 2023



The replacement of teachers nearing retirement age may be a challenge for 
many countries

Age profile of teachers in upper secondary vocational programmes (2021) 
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In Finland, salaries of VET teachers surpass those of teachers in general 
programmes

Statutory salaries of upper secondary teachers in vocational programmes relative to those in general programmes (2022)
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Key findings beyond VET

Education at a Glance 2023



Early childhood education

Education at a Glance 2023



Early childhood education and care becomes common at age 2 or 3 in most 
countries

Enrolment rates of young children, by age (2021)
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Investment into early childhood education has been growing

Average annual change in total expenditure on pre-primary education per child between 2015 and 2020
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Tertiary education

Education at a Glance 2023



Important gender differences by field of study persist in tertiary education

Share of female tertiary graduates in health and welfare, STEM, and all fields (2021)
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Asian students are the largest group of international students coming to 
Finland for studies

Distribution of international or foreign tertiary students studying in OECD countries, by region of origin (2021)
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Visuals to further explore our data

Education at a Glance 2023



Upper secondary education, ECEC, Ukraine: interactive visualisations

EAG site contains also other materials: country notes, 
infographics, database etc…. 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzcyMjczNTMtYzdhMi00MTJkLThjZjgtOTlhNDhjNWU3NWYwIiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTMwMTk1ODUtYjJlMi00Zjc0LWJiNzUtZGE1NTU3ODI0MTY2IiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTViNDUzNDEtOTlmOS00ZmMyLTgxNDMtYzg4Mjk0ZGVmZDEwIiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection30b8f2ad2be1e97906bc
https://www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-glance/


Thank you



Paneelikeskustelu
Opetusneuvos Petra Packalén, Opetushallitus
Neuvotteleva virkamies Ville Heinonen, opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö
Hallintojohtaja, vararehtori Keijo Honkonen, Taitotalo



Miten tulokset on tuotettu 
valtakunnallisesti? 
Opetusneuvos Petra Packalén, 
Opetushallitus



Mihin tuloksissa pitäisi 
kiinnittää huomiota ja 
mitä tulokset tarkoittavat 
hallinnon näkökulmasta? 
Neuvotteleva virkamies Ville Heinonen, 
opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö



Ammatillisen koulutuksen menot suhteessa 
BKT:een



Joitain huomioita
• Tutkinto edistää työllisyyttä

• Toisen asteen tutkinnon suorittaneiden työllisyysaste noin 15 
prosenttiyksikköä korkeampi kuin vailla toisen asteen tutkintoa olevilla

• Yleinen jatko-opintokelpoisuus ammatillisessa koulutuksessa 
kannustaa tutkinnon suorittamiseen

• Ammatillisen koulutuksen läpäisy kuitenkin heikentynyt Suomessa

• Alakohtainen segregaatio sukupuolen mukaan OECD-maiden 
keskiarvoa korkeampaa

• Eroa myös valinnassa ammatilliseen koulutukseen ja lukioihin



Ammatillisen koulutuksen 
järjestäjän puheenvuoro
Hallintojohtaja, vararehtori Keijo Honkonen, 
Taitotalo



Ammatillisen koulutuksen järjestäjän puheenvuoro

• Jatkuvan oppimisen infrastruktuurin vahvistaminen (ikäjakauma)
• koulutuksen järjestäjien kyvykkyys: prosessit, sidosryhmät, rooli, osaaminen, 

tiedonhallinta… 

• Yhteistyö elinkeinoelämän kanssa - osaaminen (työllistyminen)
• Monimuotoinen, joustava ja tarvelähtöinen koulutustarjonta

• Opiskelijoiden hyvinvoinnin tukeminen ja pedagogisten perusteiden ja 
innovaatioiden hallinta ja JAKAMINEN (siirtymät korkeakouluun ja 
keskeytykset)

• Verkostoituminen ja resurssien hallinta (kokonaiskulut suhteessa…) 
• Alueelliset erot, väestörakenne ja koulutuksen järjestäjien koko ja laatu

”Suomi tarvitsee ketterää ammatillista koulutusta”. HS. Mielipide Teppo 
Tapani ja Petri Karoskoski. 13.7.2023

keijo.honkonen@taitotalo.fi
OECD Education at a Glance (EAG) –raportin julkaisutilaisuus 12.9.2023

mailto:keijo.honkonen@taitotalo.fi


Keskustelua ja kysymyksiä
Opetusneuvos Petra Packalén, Opetushallitus
Neuvotteleva virkamies Ville Heinonen, opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö
Hallintojohtaja, vararehtori Keijo Honkonen, Taitotalo



Päätöspuheenvuoro
Ylijohtaja Petri Lempinen, 
opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö



Kiitos!
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