
Options for completing 
compulsory education after 
comprehensive 
school

(TUVA)
Preparatory education 

for programmes leading 
to an upper secondary 

qualification  
(max. 1 year).

Each comprehensive school 
leaver must apply for further 

studies through the joint 
application procedure in the 
spring or through the rolling 

application procedure.

age 18

The first certificate  
or qualification is free of charge. 

Both are free of charge for those who 
take a dual certificate or qualification. 
Learners are entitled to education free 

of charge until the end of the year 
when they reach the age of 20.

age 20

JOINT 
APPLICATION 
PROCEDURE

Compulsory 
education lasts 

until the age of 18.

Compulsory education ends 
sooner for students who obtain 

a matriculation examination 
certificate or a vocational 

qualification before the age of 18.FOLK HIGH SCHOOL
• study programme for 

students in compulsory 
education (1 year)

• study programme  
intended for immigrants

VOCATIONAL 
INSTITUTE

GENERAL UPPER  
SECONDARY SCHOOL

(TELMA)
 

Preparatory education 
for working life and 

independent living for those 
with severe disabilities.

SAMI EDUCATION 
INSTITUTE 
• Sámi language and  

culture studies
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